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It is time to set the record straight about Printing and allied services in Nigeria. 
Print industry has been in existence for long and it is as old as time. It is an industry that has refused to bow to the 
advent of information technology in its delivery capacity, considering its diversified nature unlike many industries 
of the world. However, printing has refused to be recognized and respected as a dignifying and noble profession 
within our environment. Many attempts have obviously been tried to change this erroneous mind-set to no major 
positive result. Hence, the Print and allied business Review newsletter’s debut is joining in this very important and 
necessary march to begin to create the necessary positive image for printing services with a view to gain the  
highly respectable and leading position amongst other industries and professions in Nigeria.

It is therefore on this note that I will like to welcome you on board the trail of this FREE newsletter – the Print and 
allied business Review, where every stakeholder including the esteemed print and allied services buyers (i.e. 
print customers), industry practitioners, equipment manufacturers/agents/distributors/suppliers etc will have the 
opportunity to be heard and be aware of the happenings i.e. information, news, processes, technologies as well 
as the privilege to read directly from many successful and  experience operatives; professionals, investors and 
manufacturers within the industry on issues that have long been bothering your minds. Also, questions and 
comments on any issue related to the print and allied businesses will be welcomed by our editorial team and 
prompt and satisfactory response will be done to such.

Each edition of your Print Review newsletter would be very exciting, interesting, instructive and informative to you 
as we encourage you to fasten your belt, get Ready, Set, Go! Femi Ajibola .
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tips

We would all agree that our 
economy genera l ly  has  
recently experienced a kind of 
volatility which has caused 
virtually every commodity to 
skyrocket in price beyond 
imagination. Obviously, print 
industry has not been 
different in this 
m a l a d y .  
R e c e n t l y ,  
p r i n t  
mater ia ls  
h a v e  
increase in  
price. The press owners have 
also not been left out of this 
recent upsurge trend in price. 
Before now, a regular offset 
impression charge in most 
presses went for between 
=N=800,00 per impression. 
However,  presses  have 
generally reviewed their 
c h a r g e s  t o  b e t w e e n  
= N = 1 0 0 0 . 0 0  t o  
=N=1,200,00 for normal 
process impression while 
special spot impression print 
could cost  as much as 
=N=1,500.00.

Print and our economy
As expected, this price change 
has caused an unprecedented 
increase in the print service cost 
generally to the print buyers 
(i.e. customers). Many print 
buyers have recently contested 

the sudden hike in print 
cha rges  by  the i r  

service providers. 
This has further in a 
way deepen the 

challenges faced by 
print practitioners to 

improving the standard of 
print quality delivery.

An attempt to look at all these 
issues in a holistic manner, one 
would agree that the socio-
economic policies of our 
government and their poor 
implementation play a major 
role directly and indirectly in 
shaping the print industry in 
Nigeria. Considering the 
importance of print services to 
the entire Nigeria economy, 
government relief generally on 
print materials importation is 
highly desirable.

Also, stable power supply in 

Nigeria will directly impact on 

print charges to buyers. 

It is therefore pertinent at this 

point to express that print 

service and printing industry 

generally in this country like 

every other nation play a very 

significant roles in the overall 

socio-economic development 

and growth of both the private 

and the public sector. Hence, 

we would want to enjoin the 

government to give a critical 

look into the different areas of 

the economy that will promote 

growth in the print industry. Big 

foreign and local investors are 

set to come into the print 

industry and this would 

inadvertently improves and 

revolutionize the industry as a 

whole to become a world-class 

standard.
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Save money:
with paper size 
& grammage

Did you know that reducing 

the page size of your 

catalogs, books and other 

lengthy publications can 

save a significant amount of 

paper and a sizeable 

amount of money. Ask your 

printers about how to save 

and what it will be required. 

Also, specifying a paper 

with lower grammage than 

you now use can save a lot 

of cash for you while 

maintaining good quality in 

print. 

industry news 

Media & Brand 
Consultancy

Commercial 
Printing

Yearbooks & 
Memoirs Publishing



Advantages of Digital

Shorter turnaround.

Every print is possibly the same. (More 
accurate counts).

Cheaper for low volume printing. While the 
unit cost of each piece may be higher than 
with offset printing.

Allow easily Variable Data Printing (VDP). 
A customizable digital printing is possible. 
Text and graphics can be changed on each 
piece without stopping or slowing down 
the press.

The growth of digital printing technology has brought 
technical advancements, more options, and exciting 
new features to today's commercial printing. It's also 
brought some confusion. An understanding of the 
advantages and disadvantages of digital printing and 
how those compare to traditional offset lithography is 
critical in making the right choice.

In offset printing, the desired print image is burned 
onto a plate and is then transferred (or offset) from the 
plate to a rubber blanket, and then to the printing 
surface. 

Digital printing eliminates many of the mechanical 
steps required for conventional printing, including 
making films and color proofs, manually stripping the 
pieces together and making plates.

Quantity:

Color:

 Offset printing has a front-end cost load. Short 
runs may have a high unit cost. But as quantities 
increase, the unit cost goes down with offset printing. 
Very short runs can be much more cost effective with 
digital printing; while larger quantities are likely to have 
a lower unit cost with offset printing.

 Do you need or want a special paper, 
finish or unusual printing surface, or unique size? The 
options are increasing continually for digital, but offset 
printing still offers the most flexibility.

 Digital presses use four-color process printing. If 
you need only black ink or one or two ink colors, offset 
printing may offer a more cost-effective solution. If you 
need four-color printing, digital may offer advantages in 
lower up-front costs.

Printing medium:

More on color:

Proofing:

 

 

 

 

If you're planning to print using the 
Pantone® Matching System, offset printing will give you 
the best match, since it uses actual Pantone® ink. Digital 
printing simulates the color using a four-color matching 
process, so some digital printers may offer less accurate 
color matching on projects.

If you need it fast, digital usually offers 
quicker delivery.

Digital offers accurate proofs since you see an 
actual sample of the printed piece. Accurate color 
proofing for offset printing can be expensive.

Without question, digital printing offers 
the most affordable way to customize marketing 
materials, direct mail pieces, letters, etc. 

Turnaround:

Customization:

Use this checklist to help decide which is better for your next project:

technology 

events 

Features

 

    Heavy duty mechanism    
    structure to ensure high   
    stability and good printing 
    impression.

    Paper fed continuously and  
    stably, suitable for high 
    speed printing.

    Plate cylinder and blanket 
    cylinder go through with 
    the bearer, running stably, and 
    ensuring qualified printing 
    image.

     Fast positioning plate mounted 
     and tension equipment.

     Double spring gripper, getting  
     rid of paper slid, ensuring the  
     same gripper pressure during 
     the long time printing work.

     Pneumatic control system, 
     ensuring the press stability.

     High precision imported bear, 
     ensuring cylinder impression 
     even in the high speed 
     rotation.

     Chromed cylinder prolongs the 
     operation life.

     Operators are safe due to the 

     installation of safety guard 

     adjustment door and 

     protecting shield. 

Advantages of Offset 

High image quality.

Works on a wide range of printing 
surfaces. 

Quality and cost-effectiveness in high 
volume jobs. 

Many modern offset presses use computer-
to-plate systems as opposed to the older 
computer-to-film. This has enhance its work 
flows and further increasing quality. 

A multi-colour printing machine

feedback:

You can plan to attend 
the following events:  

HOW DESIGN LIVE

Location:     USA
Venue:        Hyatt Regency Chicago

Date:           MAY 4–8

EUROPEAN SIGN EXPO 2015

Location:     Germany
Venue:         Koelnmesse, Cologne 

Date:           18 - 22 May 2015

ART15

Location:     United Kingdom
Venue:         Olympia National, London 

Date:           21 May 2015 to 23 May 2015

DIGITAL PRINT FOR PACKAGING US 2015

Location:     USA
Venue:        Tampa Bay, FLORIDA

Date:           1st - 2nd June 2015

Print Expo 2015
12 Jun 2015

Location: India
Venue: Chennai Trade Centre, Chennai

Date: 

The Print, Design & Marketing Awards 2015
11 Jun 2015

Location: UK
Venue: the Silver Sturgeon, the River Thames, London

Date: 

A 

 i s  a  p r i n t i n g  

equipment designed to use 

sheet fed rotary mechanism in 

printing and come in different 

chambers of various colours 

ranging from 2 – 12 colour or 

more impression running at the 

same time. It makes use of bi-

tone to hepta-tone printing 

process. It can also have in-line 

flexography unit of printing. It 

has high capacity to print about 

1200- 1300 sheets per run 

compares to a mono-colour 

machine.

mult i - co lour  pr in t ing  

m a c h i n e

For a  subscription to The Print and Allied Business Review Newsletter now, Send your comments, name, address, 
telephone, e-mail, profession to: 12, Industrial Avenue, Ilupeju, Lagos. (email:  or go to 
our website(www.speedviewcommunications.com). 
Tel:  017641559, Onyeka: 08135743987. 

FREE
info@speedviewcommunications.com)

How to decide which is right for your project. 

Digital vs. Offset Printing: 
process 
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